



POLICY RAP SHEET

Policy Issue


Commercial Use of Institutional Web Sites

Summary of Issue

Well understood policies govern commercial use of University facilities. With the new capability of many departments to publish on the Web, individuals and organizational units unfamiliar with the basic policy framework are now mixing commercial and educational activities ranging from Amazon links on departmental web pages to sale of goods to the general public. 

Reason for Institutional Impact

· Institutional image, actual and implied conflict of interest in dealings with commercial vendors, 

· Potential liability for inadequate security for such sensitive information as credit card numbers and personal purchasing records, 

· Potential violation of rules governing contracts, 

· Potential liability for unfair competition, 

· Potential liability for taxes on unrelated business income.

Links to Existing Policy

USE OF UNIVERSITY EQUIPMENT

Business and Finance Bulletin BUS‑29, Management and Control of University Equipment

Policies Applying to Campus Activities, Organizations, and Students

USE OF THE UNIVERSITY'S NAME

State of California Education Code, Section 92000

Policy On Support Groups, Campus Foundations, And Alumni Associations

SPEECH AND ADVOCACY

Policies Applying to Campus Activities, Organizations, and Students

PRIVACY

Business & Finance Bulletin RMP-12, Guidelines for Assuring Privacy of Personal Information in Mailing Lists and Telephone Directories

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING

Statements in letters from former presidents Saxon and Gardner

Business & Finance Bulletin RMP-12, Guidelines for Assuring Privacy of Personal Information in Mailing Lists and Telephone Directories

UNRELATED BUSINESS INCOME

Business & Finance Bulletin A-61, Procedures for Determining Unrelated Business Income and Expenses

PURCHASING

Business & Finance Bulletin BUS-43, Materiel Management Purchase Transactions, Part 3


http://www.ucop.edu/ucophome/policies/bfb/bus43e.html
Business & Finance Bulletin BUS-43, Materiel Management Purchase Transactions, Exhibit B, Principles of Purchasing and Code of Ethics

NAMING

        Policy on Naming University Properties, Programs, and Facilities
External Mandates/Deadlines

IRS rules on unrelated business income for Internet activities may affect liability; state rules on use of public property.
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Recommendations

· Issue policy and user-friendly end-user material to lay out general use-of-resources policy and apply specifically to Internet activity. 

· Distribute widely and conduct educational campaigns.

Related References

For specific links on this document, contact Martha Winnacker, martha.winnacker@ucop.edu
