



POLICY RAP SHEET

Policy Issue


Computer Disposal

Summary of Issue

There is a dual impact of computer disposal, one environmental and the other privacy. When computers are sold, traded, or recycled proper procedures should be take to avoid any environmental problems and the dissemination of private information that may be still stored on computers. 

Reason for Institutional Impact

· High turnover of equipment and personnel. 

· Decentralization of massive amounts of university information.

· Ease of transferring data throughout the institution
Links to Existing Policy

University of Oxford
http://www.ox.ac.uk/it/dispose 

External Mandates/Deadlines

· Data Practices Act

· Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
http://www.epa.gov/region5/defs/html/rcra.htm 
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Recommendations

· Have a central source for computer disposal and data removal.

· Establish a checklist for those that do disposal.

· Build responsibilities into recycling contracts.

Related References

· “Department of Energy Criticized by GAO”, April 2001 Federal Computer Week, 

http://www.fcw.com/fcw/articles/2001/0402/web-doe-04-05-01.asp
· “Massachusetts Bans Computer Monitor Disposal In Public Waste Sites”, March 2000, INFORMATIONWEEK.COM, 

http://www.informationweek.com/story/IWK20000331S0006
.

