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Policy Issue

Online Research, Fair Use and Human Subjects
Summary of Issue

With the availability of the WWW and the increased ease in reaching large numbers of individuals online, researchers at colleges and universities have begun to use the networks for many different on-line research projects.  Within the more traditional person-to-person environment researchers have been accustomed to seeking a review of their proposed projects by the campus Institutional Review Board, IRB.  Such reviews are designed to ensure that adequate protections for human subjects are built into each study.   On-line, however, it is easier, but inappropriate, to forget about or omit such review processes.  Many researchers also assume that data protections and security are provided on the networks and that there will be privacy for their research subjects when this often does not exist online.  

Reason for Institutional Impact

· Increased suits from individuals harmed by failures in data protection

· Loss of federal research money for failure to comply with mandated IRB process

Links to Existing Policy

External Mandates/Deadlines

Food and Drug Administration

Code of Federal Regulations, Title 45, Public Welfare.

Department of Health and Human Services, National Institute of Health

Federal Office for Protection from Research Risks

Part 46-Protection of Human Subjects, 1991, Revised 1991
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Recommendations

· Training for IRB members and researchers regarding network security and data protection

Information for deans and researchers regarding importance of IRB process and special issues in on-line research
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