POLICY RAP SHEET

Policy Issue 

Students and Entrepreneur Activities Online

Summary of Issue

Are students, faculty or staff permitted to use the institution's server to conduct

for-profit activities? If so, what are the parameters?

Reason for Institutional Impact

· Question of non-profit status of institution when entities use computer resources for for-profit use

· Increase in server traffic for non-educational purposes.

Links to Existing Policy

According to a 1999 Study on Computer Use Policies at Major U.S. Public Universities (Susan Athey), forbidding the use of computers for "commercial gain" or "personal financial gain" were the next most-frequently cited computer policies of institutions of higher education, after appropriate use of email and electronic communications.

http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/html/cem9940.html
University of California Electronic Communications Policy, "Allowable Use"
University electronic communications resources may not be used for commercial purposes not under the auspices of the University; personal financial gain (except as permitted under applicable academic personnel policies)

http://www.ucop.edu/ucophome/policies/ec/html/ecppolicy_sectionIII_allowableuse.htm#SectionIII-B 

Cornell University: Using e-mail to solicit sales or conduct business, setting up a web page to advertise or sell a service, or posting an advertisement to a news group all constitute commercial use.
http://www.cit.cornell.edu/computer/responsible-use/#comercial
EDUCAUSE Information Resources Library: Acceptable Use/Ethics Policies 

http://www.educause.edu/asp/doclib/subject_docs.asp?Term_ID=110
External Mandates/Deadlines

None 
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Recommendations

· Establish and disseminate an institutional policy regarding for-profit use of the institution's information technology resources

Related References

Office of Management and Budget Circular A21, Cost Principles for Educational

Institutions

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a021/a021.html
